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PARTIAL ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF OFFICE ACTION 

Application Number: 2000-121837 
Issuing Date: June 28, 2005 

Examiner in charge: Kenichi KIYOTA 8209 5P00 

Agent: Hitoshi SUZUKI et'al. 

Applied Art:: Law Section 29 (2), Law Section 36 

The present invention stands rejected by the reasons described below. 
The statutory period for reply to this office action is set to expire 60-day from 
the mailing date of this action. 

REASON 

The inventions described in the following Claims of the subject 
application should not be granted a patent under the provision of Patent Law 
Section 29(2) since it could have easily been made by persons who have 
common knowledge in the technical field to which the inventions pertain, on 
the basis of the inventions described in the publications listed below which 
were distributed in Japan or foreign countries and the inventions which were 
made available for publication via a telecommunication line prior to the filing of 
the subject application. 
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NOTE (The list of cited References etc. is shown below) 
Claims 1 to 11: Cited references 1 to 9 are referred together. 
Remark 

Claim 1: The cited reference 1 has a description of the invention that 
discloses "to achieve a clean splice between a recorded image and a through 
image, a composite image is displayed and multiple images are combined 
[Claim 4] [Claim 5]", the cited reference 2 has a description of the invention of 
"recording a combined image in a recording medium [Claim 1]", and the cited 
reference 4 has a description of the invention of "inputting touch panel 
operations [Claim 1]". 

It is not particularly new to apply the recording medium in the cited 
reference 2 or the operational panel in the cited reference 4 to the invention in 
the cited reference 1 . 

Claim 2: The cited reference 8 has a description of the invention "a composite 
position of two images can be specified when a panorama composition is 
created [0128][0129]'\ and therefore making a composite position specifiable 
is easily achieved. 

Claim 3: The cited reference 3 has a description of the invention "when a 
reference image is displayed in a superimposed manner, corresponding 
pixels are brought to the same position upon composition by enlargement, 
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reduction, or coordinate conversion [0017]", and therefore the invention in 
Claim 3 is not particularly new. 

Claim 4: The cited reference 4 has a description of the invention of "inputting 
touch panel operations [Claim 1]". 

Claim 5: The cited reference 1 has a description of combining a plurality of 
recorded images together. 

Claim 6: The cited reference 3 has a description of the invention "when a 
reference image is displayed in a superimposed manner, corresponding 
pixels are brought to the same position upon composition by enlargement, 
reduction, or coordinate conversion [0017]", and distortion correction 
processing, which is a kind of coordinate conversion, can be appropriately 
adopted as necessary. 

Claims 7 and 10: The cited reference 9 has a description of the invention 
"color correcting and color balancing are performed when a panorama image 
composition is created", and therefore the invention in Claims 7 and 10 is not 
particularly new. 

Claim 8: In addition to the determination for Claim 1 , the cited reference 6 has 
a description of the invention "a composite image is displayed using a plurality 
of cameras [Fig. 5][Fig. 6][0035][0036]", and using a plurality of CCDs can be 
appropriately adopted as necessary. 
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Claim 9: The invention in Claim 9 can be easily made in consideration of the 
cited reference 1 or 6. 

Claim 11: The cited reference 7 has a description of the invention of 
"photographing at different zoom ratios in right and left lenses [Fig. 9][0145]", 
and therefore the invention in Claim 11 is not particularly new. 

Claims 12 to 14: Serial photographing with changed shutter speed or light 
exposure, that is, bracket photographing, is well known and in common use 
without necessity to give an example, and therefore obtaining the same image 
by changing the shutter speed, exposure correction value, or white balance is 
easily achieved. 

Reason 2 

This application does not comply with the requirements under Patent 
Law Section 36(4), Section 36(6)(i) and (ii), on the following points in 
descriptions in the specification and drawings. 

Note 

1: Claim 8 has a description of "having a plurality of CCDs". From this 
description, a multi-CCD camera can be read in which one image forming 
device is provided with a plurality of CCDs. According to the embodiment, 
however, there is described a plurality of cameras each comprising a plurality 
of image forming devices and their corresponding imaging elements. 
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However, there is no description of a multi-CCD camera in which one image 
forming device is provided with a plurality of CCDs. Therefore, the 
correspondence with the embodiment is not clear. 

Accordingly, the invention according to Claim 8 is unclear. 

2: The above explained matter is unclear also in the Detailed Description of 
the Invention, from the same point of view. 
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Recording a combined image in a recording medium [Claim 1] 

3. JPHEI 11-275393 A 

When a reference image is displayed in a superimposed manner, 
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enlargement, reduction, or coordinate conversion [0017] 
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Inputting touch panel operations [Claim 1] 
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5. JP HEI 11-261882 A 

White balance is performed when a panorama image composition is created 
[0004] 

6. JP HEI 10-276351 A 

A composite image is displayed using a plurality of cameras [Fig. 5][Fig. 
6][0035][0036] 

7. JP HEI 10-155109 

Photographing at different zoom ratios in right and left lenses [Fig. 9][0145] 

8. JP HEI 11-088747 
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9. JP HEI 10-290412 
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